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the company. The company itself had proved but ill-fitted to
devise the best measures for the maintenance of the settlers.
Its members had been too anxious for a quick return for the
money which they had laid out, and had been too eager to
press the colonists to engage & trade before they had brought
under cultivation a sufficient quantity of land for their own
support. On the other hand, nothing could be more unsatis-
factory than the accounts which they received of the proceed-
ings of the colonial council. It was certain that the whole
attempt would prove a failure if the settlement were allowed
to be distracted by the disputes and follies of the members of
the local government. When the last news was brought to
England in 1608, Smith had but just entered upon his
office ; and, even if the good effects of the change had already
begun to appear, the company was not likely to receive any
information which would give them an idea of the value of his
services. Those who returned in the vessels which had left1
Virginia in the autumn were the declared enemies of the new
president. Newport especially, who commanded the expedition,
had been too often made to feel the superior ability of Smith
to be likely to speak many words in his favour.

The company, therefore, in asking for a change in its origi-
nal charter, was acting in ignorance of the improved state of
things in Virginia. The alterations made were, on the whole,
calculated to benefit the colony.1 In the first place, an end was
put to the double government. The council in London was from
henceforth to take charge as well of the commercial as of the
political interests of the colony. Though the first appointments,
were to be made by the King, vacancies, as they occurred, were
to be filled up by the company. Care was taken that, of the
fifty-two persons who were named to take their seats in the new
council, but a very small number should be engaged in com-
merce. For some years to come, the arrangement of the in-,
tercourse which was to be kept up between Virginia and the
mother country would no longer be in the hands of men who
7;ere liable to look upon the whole affair as a mere commercial'

1 Second charter, H&ring^ i. So.